FOR TO THIS YOU HAVE BEEN CALLED 
I often wonder just how many of us have any real idea of the life we have been called to live by our God, let alone the fullness of this new life that the Lord Jesus died to make freely available to those who have, in total repentance, died with him by faith, and then, by the Spirit of his word, been reborn from that death to live in the life he has purchased by his shed blood.
Some of the facets of this victorious life are laid out for us in;

1Pet 3:8-10 “Finally all of you, have unity of spirit, sympathy, love of the brethren, a tender heart and a humble mind. Do not return evil for evil, nor reviling for reviling, but on the contrary, bless, for to this you have been called that you may receive a blessing. For he who would love life and see good days, let him keep his tongue from evil, and his lips from speaking guile.”
But are we really living in that loving, humble unity of the body of Christ, with ALL of God’s children, or is our idea of this unity really confined to those in the group or denomination we regularly attend?
Does it not also include all the truly reborn children of our God, WORLDWIDE? And especially those who may have done us any wrong, whether that wrong be real or imaginary?

1Pet 2:20-21 “What credit is it to you if, when you do wrong and are beaten for it, you accept it patiently! But if when you do right, and suffer for it, you take it patiently, you have God’s approval. For to this you have been called, because Christ also suffered for us, leaving us an example that we should follow in his steps.”
Do we readily excuse ourselves when we do wrong, or do we take to heart the following exhortation?

Eph 1:4 “God has chosen us in Christ from before the foundations of the world, to be holy and blameless before him.”

James 1:2-4 “Count it all joy brethren when you meet various trials, for you know that the testing of your faith produces steadfastness. And let steadfastness have its full affect that you may be perfect and complete, lacking nothing.”

Do we see these exhortations as just theoretical, or do we expect, by faith, that they are meant to be the reality of our experience in our walk, both in and with the Spirit of Christ?

Do we in reality know the fullness of the words of Jesus in;

John 8:36 “If the Son sets you free, you are free indeed”

So very often, whether it is intentional or not, we seem to be given the idea that we have been saved so as not to go to hell, or that we may spend eternity in heaven.  Do we not grasp the importance of;
Rom 7:4 :We have died to the law through the body of Christ, so that we may belong to another, to him who has been raised from the dead, in order that we may bear fruit for God.”

One of the most important facets of this fruit bearing is that which is shown in our love of the brethren, especially to the suffering, the weak, the troubled, the apparently unlovable among us!

2Cor 1:3-4 “Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of mercies, and God of all comfort, who comforts us in all our afflictions, so that we may be able to comfort those who are in any affliction, with the same comfort with which we ourselves have been comforted by God.”

Do we truly know the reality of that comfort in our own lives, and so be able to share it with others?

Do we genuinely and personally know the living truth of the apostle’s prayer? Is it a reality in our lives?

Phil 3:10-12 (I pray) “that I may know Christ, and the power of his resurrection, and may share in his sufferings, becoming like him in his death, that, if possible, I may attain to the resurrection of the dead. Not that I have attained this, or am already perfect, but I press on to make it my own, because Christ has made me his own. Brethren, I do not consider that I have made it my own, but this one thing I do, forgetting what lies behind, I press on toward the goal for the prize of the upward call of God in Christ Jesus. Let those who are mature be of this mind, but if in anything you are of another mind, God will reveal that to you also. Only let us hold fast to what we have already attained, lest we drift from it.”
Are we not inclined to take hold of the first, second, and fourth facts in the following statement of scripture, but pretend the third one is not there?
2Tim 2:11-13 “If we have died with Christ, we shall also live with him. If we endure, we shall also reign with him. If we deny him, he also will deny us. If we are faithless, he remains faithful, for he cannot deny himself.”

While love of the brethren is paramount in God’s sight, nevertheless, without this being practiced out of obedience to his Word, our love is nothing more than an act of the flesh, which we can clearly see in practice in sections of our godless society.
Jer 7:22-23 “In the day when I brought you out of the land of Egypt, I did not speak or command you anything concerning burnt offerings or sacrifices. But this command I gave you, “OBEY MY VOICE, and I will be your God, and you shall be my people. Walk in the ways that I command you that it may be well with you.”
Jesus said in;

John 14: 21?? “If you love me, you will keep my word.”

So we must live the reality of;

Phil 1:27 “Let your manner of life be worthy of the gospel of Christ.”
It is so important to remember that what occupies our thinking reflects in how we act. So let us obey the exhortation of:

Phil 4:8 “Finally brethren, whatever is good, whatever is honorable, whatever is just, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is gracious, if there is any excellence, if there is anything worthy of praise, think about these things.”
That is how we must occupy ourselves if we are to know the reality of Jesus’ words in;

John 15:15 “I no longer call you servants, for the servant does not know what the Master is doing, but I have called you friends, for all that I have heard from the Father, I have made known to you.”
We read of what our God expects of us, if we are to be of use to him in his work, so let us take to heart the words of;

2Tim 2:20-21 “In a great house there are not only vessels of gold and silver, but also wood and earthenware; some for noble use, some for ignoble use. But if anyone cleanses themselves from what is ignoble, he will be a vessel fit for noble use, consecrated and useful to the master of the house, ready for any good work.”
Acts 13:2 “While they were worshiping the Lord and fasting, the Holy Spirit said, “Set Barnabas and Saul apart for me for the work to which I have called them.”
We so often hear the complaint, “God does not seem to use me for anything, but remember the exhortation of;

Eph 4:1-3 “I beg you to lead a life worthy of the calling to which you have been called, with all lowliness and meekness, with patience forbearing one another in love, eager to  maintain the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace.”
It is our responsibility to be clean and available, not pre-occupied with doing our own thing.

We have been called to live in peace, no matter how we may understand the following scripture, which speaks to us concerning marriage.
1Cor 7:15 “If an unbelieving partner wishes to separate, let it be so, in such a case, a brother or sister is not bound, for God has called us to peace.”
Again we read in;

Heb 11:14 “In so far as it is in our power let us live in peace with all men”
Remember, there can be no ambitiousness, no self-promotion, instead let us live the reality of;
1Cor 7:17 “Let everyone lead the life which the Lord has assigned to him, that in which God has called him.”
And let us wholeheartedly seek the reality of;

Eph 1:17-20 “I pray that God may give you a spirit of revelation in the knowledge of him, that having the eyes of your heart enlightened, you may know what is the hope to which he has called you, what are the riches of his glorious inheritance in the saints, and what is the immeasurable greatness of his power in us who believe, according to the working of his great might, which he accomplished in Christ when he raised him from the dead, and made him sit at his right hand in the heavenly places.”
And let us be encouraged by;

1Pet 5:10 “After you have suffered for a little while, the God of all grace, who has called you to his eternal glory in Christ, will himself restore, establish and strengthen you.”
1Cor 1:9 “God is faithful, by whom you have been called into the fellowship of his Son,  Jesus Christ our Lord.”
Let us resolve to lay up the following four scriptures in our hearts, and let us live their reality.
Gal 5:13 “You were called to freedom brethren; only do not use your freedom as an opportunity for the flesh, but through love be servants of one another.”
Eph 4:4 “There is one body, and one Spirit, just as we were called to the one hope which belongs to our calling.”
Col 3:15 “Let the peace of Christ dwell in your hearts, to which indeed you were called in the one body”
1Tim 6:12 “Fight the good fight, take hold of the eternal life to which you were called when you made the good confession in the presence of many witnesses.”
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